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a warm welcome to the two newest members of our fellowship!... 

< Maximus Farahani 

Joseph Richard Lancaster > 
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The views expressed in this magazine are those of the individual contributors, and do not necessarily represent the views of Park United 
Reformed Church, but I do wonder if anyone ever reads this bit, although Sally says that she does. 
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Secretary’s Letter 

Dear Friends, 

On Saturday evening I was sitting in church enjoying the wonderful 
Reading Community Gospel Choir. It was a lovely evening enjoyed by 
many people. One of the songs that they sang towards the end of the 
evening was “Reason why we sing” by Kirk Franklin (a well-known 
Gospel Song writer). Prior to singing this song several of the members of 
the choir, many of whom are Christians, shared with the audience the 
Reason why they sing. One of the answers was ‘it is my life’.  

On Sunday night at ignite we were studying a DVD in the Nooma series 
from Rob Bell, entitled “Rhythm”. God has a song and it has a rhythm 
are we in tune with his rhythm. Do we live our lives to the rhythm of God, 
his rhythm of love, compassion, generosity, kindness and Grace. This 
should be the rhythm of all our lives and naturally the rhythm of our 
church life too. 

At our recent Church meetings in September and October we have 
been looking at the Mission and Ministry at Park both the past and for 
the future. We have then looked in a bit more detail at the future 
ministry and have asked people to identify what they consider should 
be a priority for Park.  

The feedback from all present is being analysed and will be presented 
at the November Church Meeting.  This will then be added into the 
Church Profile that we will be providing to Synod.  In the October 
Church Meeting we have also been working on the attributes that we 
see are needed in a Minister for Park.  

We worked from the list that we had included in our profile back in 
2002. I have included this list at the end of this letter. I would be very 
interested if anyone who was not at the meeting has got any further 
input.  

I thought I would take this opportunity to give you an update on 
Robert’s situation. The sale of Suzy’s parents’ house finally completed, 
and they will be moving to Tavistock on the 4th November.   

Rob and Suzy will be moving out of the Manse before the end of the 
month. They have found a place to start their retreat and hope to 
exchange contacts on that early in November. Their furniture may be in 
storage for a few weeks.  
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Let God be praised. It looks like things have come through at last. We 
hope and pray that all the moves will go smoothly and that both 
families will be settled soon. 

Roger Clark 

The Qualities we seek in a Future Minister 

The fellowship recognises these qualities as useful in a prospective 
minister, although it is acknowledged that all ministers bring their own 
particular strengths – which may include some of the following: 

 Enthusiasm, enabling confident leadership 

 Sense of humour 

 Ability to be a communicator – and a good listener 

 Sensitivity to the needs of others 

 Ability to support, enable and empower 

 Ability to share and delegate 

 Ability to work with young people and develop our outreach in 
this vital area 

 Commitment to leading worship 

 Commitment to routine pastoral care 

 Willingness to provide effective ‘front-line’ visiting of the sick, 
housebound and bereaved 

 Willingness to build on existing structures for the involvement of 
Officers, Elders and members in exercising pastoral care 

Roger  
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Family News  

We congratulated Frances and Tim Lancaster on the arrival of their 
baby boy, Joseph Richard, born on Sunday 24th September, weighing 
9lb 12oz. Congratulations also were given to Emily and Amir Farahani on 
the birth of their baby boy, Maximus, weighing 8.5 lbs, born on 20th 
September. We pray God’s blessing on both families.  

We congratulated Peter and Sue Short on their diamond wedding 
anniversary on 7th September. Congratulations also to Ruth Clark who is 
celebrating her 80th birthday on 28th September.  

We prayed for students returning to or starting university this autumn 
including Amy Weston who is going to Aberystwyth.  

We have prayed for our cleaner, Lorraine Butler, whose father –in-law 
died recently, the funeral being held in Binfield heath during October.  

Our thoughts and prayers have been with our former minister, Michael 
Jackson, who had surgery in October. He is now home, but has been in 
considerable pain. He has much appreciated the prayers offered by 
Park.  

Chris Gayford had a hip replacement on 11th September. He is now 
home and recovering well.  

Gaye Rees had a fall on the 15th September, the day before going on 
holiday on a cruise. Upon return Gaye had the diagnosis of a break to 
her arm and had surgery to reset the bones. She now awaits further 
treatment at hospital.  

Renne Ewen had a gall bladder operation recently and is now home 
recovering.  

Our thoughts and prayers have been with Janet Pritchard whose sister, 
Susan, sadly died unexpectedly on 9th September. Sue and her 
husband were members of Winchester United Church. Sue had been a 
member of Park Sunday School, Brownies and Guides before moving 
away from Reading.  

We also heard of the sad death of Ron Evans, brother of the late Joan, 
whose funeral was held on 13th September.  

Cynthia King’s son is currently in ICU at the John Radcliffe Hospital in 
Oxford following surgery for a brain Haematoma, we pray for a full 
recovery.  
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We have prayed for all those recovering from or receiving treatment, 
including Pat Fuller, Bob and Thelma Butler, and Bob Dewing’s brother 
Peter, who is now in a nursing home.  

Bob Dewing 

Letters 

Dear Friends 

Thank you so much for the church flowers and kind 
messages on the very sudden death of my sister Sue Dyer (nee Gegg).  

Our family moved to Reading and Park Church from Cirencester 
Congregational Church in 1948, when Sue was 2 years old.  She 
attended Sunday School, Brownies, Guides and Youth Club until my 
father's retirement when they returned to the West Country. Since then 
she has been an active member of Henley URC and the United Church 
at Winchester.   A service of thanksgiving for her life will be held on 
Friday 29 September, 2.30, at the United Church, Jewry Street, 
Winchester. 

With thanks again 
Janet Pritchard 

 

Dear Friends, 

I would like to express my gratitude and that of my family for your 
prayers, thoughts and cards, in the loss my grandson, Christian 
Applegate. It is at times like this that we realise how much the fellowship 
and friendship of God's family and Church means. Thank you so much. 
God bless you all. 

Love and prayers, 
Hilary Applegate 
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Letters (cont.) 

To everyone at Park 

We would like to thank you for all your good wishes and cards to 
celebrate our Diamond Wedding Anniversary and also the lovely 
flowers.    

It was such a surprise when Roger produced the register in Church and 
then read out the details.  With Peter having been so poorly a few years 
ago we never thought that we would reach this landmark and we are 
sure that the prayers and kind thoughts of our friends at Park helped him 
to recover.  

With grateful thanks. 
Sue & Peter Short 

 

Many thanks to all for your thoughts and prayers since I broke my arm in 
September.  

I am likely to be in plaster for some weeks but know at some point it will 
be removed and I will be able to use both my arms again. Meanwhile I 
am lucky to have Ray to drive me around  so that I do not miss too 
much but have given up temporarily my work with REinspired and 
CCA.   

Best wishes,  

Gaye   
 
Volunteer Painters 

The corridor requires to be painted.  The situation is that the job is half 
completed. We now have to give the walls a second coat of emulsion 
and gloss on the skirting board.  

Robert started the work but ran out of time before he left.  We are 
looking for 2 or 3 volunteers to finish this.   

Please contact Alastair Clark to arrange, thank you. 
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Churches Together In Earley And East Reading 

CTEER are holding a mental health awareness talk with the CEO of 
Oxfordshire Mind on the 9th November, 7.30pm at Park URC. CTEER 
work together to support many projects and this is a new initiative after 
speaking to Reading police and Wokingham community workers who 
both identified this need.   

Our speaker, Dan Knowles will talk about community led health and 
wellbeing including signposting followed by a Q and A session. Of 
course the subject of mental health is huge as 1:3 now have a problem 
with some form of mental health illness and this is increasing for young 
people.  

Do please come along and support CTEER as they venture into new 
ground which has been underpinned by prayer at their monthly 
meetings and tell others about this important event. All are welcome 
and refreshments will be served. See me for more information    

 Gaye   

Reading Community Gospel Choir Concert 

Just thought I would let you all know that the choir concert was a great 
success. It was a lovely evening where the choir were able not just to 
share their music and songs but also some of the concerns that they 
support;  NHS sickle cell anaemia campaign and Reading Fostering 
Campaign.  

We have raised £602 with both the ticket sale and Enala (and friends) 
sale of “African foods”. 

This is a great contribution to our funds to help meet the loan 
repayments. I have spoken with Reading Gospel choir and thanked 
them for their efforts.   

Many thanks to all those who helped on the night and with advertising 
and selling tickets. 

Roger 
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Walk for the Alzheimer’s Society  

I wanted to take on a challenge to raise 
money for the Alzheimer’s Society and to do 
something in memory of my Mum.   

As many of you will know, my Mum passed away in January having 
lived with dementia for several years. 

I roped in my two lovely sons, Jonny and Chris and we entered the 
Alzheimer’s Society 
Canterbury Half 
Marathon Trek.  

It took place on 
Saturday 16 
September and, 
fortunately, the 
weather was good.   

We completed the (a 
little more than !) 13 
miles in just under 5 
hours.  We had a 
wonderful time and  raised £1,450.   

A big thank you to all our sponsors.    

Sally Street 

Christmas Nativity 

Youth Groups are invited to be part of the Christmas Nativity in Broad 
Street, Reading, which Churches Together in Reading are putting on 
with RISE Theatre group on Saturday December 16th at 11.00, 12.00, 
1.00 and 2.00pm. 

Rehearsals on Saturday December 9th 10.00 – 4.00 at Reading Central 
Salvation Army, Anstey Road – the bottom of Castle Hill. If you have any 
questions please contact Stephen Newberry of RISE Theatre 
stephennewberry@gmail.com 
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Further Reading 

Reform 

Now is the time to think about renewing or taking out 
your subscription to the URC magazine REFORM. 

The cost will be £28 per year for a printed version or £18 per year for a 
digital version which can be downloaded and read on your phone 
computer or tablet. This  magazine has a wealth of information not just 
from URC and very interesting articles and Bible studies. 

Daily Bread 

I am happy again to order these for anyone who would like. These little 
books come out quarterly and have something every day to read and 
study. These are usually just over £4 each a quarter. 

Fresh from Word 

Again, I think these will be about £9 each and I am happy to order for 
anyone. This is a bigger book with a reading and Bible study each day. 
We currently use this book for Wednesday morning prayers. I will put up 
lists in the vestibule for people to add their names. 

Sanctuary Hosting, Information Day 

Sanctuary Hosting, Information Day is on Saturday 4th November. 
Sanctuary Hosting runs a hosting scheme that houses homeless 
vulnerable migrants, refugees and asylum seekers (guests), by matching 
them with hosts in the local community.  

We are looking for kind-hearted members of the Berkshire Community 
to offer a room or sofa bed. Any amount of time you can offer would 
be gratefully received. To register interest and find out more, please 
email info@sanctuaryhosting.org or call 07818 555 986 

Gaye  
Run for Bowel Cancer UK  

As some of you may know, both my 
parents died of bowel cancer. They both lived very full and active lives, 
for which I'm grateful. But my father suffered for some time with bowel 
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cancer, and my mother was diagnosed out of the blue last Christmas 
and died within the week.  

Bowel cancer is actually a very treatable disease, if caught in good 
time, and many people who have the disease go on to live full and 
complete lives for very many years. My Laura, Abby and I, plus Abby’s 
boyfriend, Rob, and Abby Jenner, decided there really needs to be 
more research into the disease, plus more education in to prevention 
and spotting symptoms early.  

We decided we would like to do something healthy, that involves 
training for a while beforehand and so build our fitness, but also raises 
money for Bowel Cancer UK. So in the summer we decided to enter the 
Henley 10k run event. 

Training went well and the day dawned dull and cool – perfect 
weather for running just over 6 miles!  

Sporting our Bowel Cancer UK running strip, we gathered near the River 
Rowing Museum in Henley, along 
with many others who were taking 
part in the event, registered and 
took part in the mass warm up.  

Then we were off. The route was 
beautiful – over Henley Bridge, up 
the hills and through fields and 
woods, before dropping down to 
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the tow path at Remenham, and back along the river to the finish line. 
We even managed a final sprint over the line. Maybe it was the free 
glass of prosecco at the end that spurred us on! 

But more it was the thought of just why we were doing this – not just in 
remembrance of those we had lost, but because we could do it where 
as others can’t, and to support the fantastic work of Bowel Cancer UK!  

Many thanks to those who supported us in many ways.  

Carrie King 

‘Teach me Thy Way’ 

On Sunday 8th October, our house group took the morning service. 
Gaye gave a talk about hymns and their authors. In our planning 
meeting, I asked her if I could play a hymn as part of our service – 
‘Teach me Thy way’.  

No one in our house group knew it, but I offered to play it and teach 
them. I felt so strongly it should be this hymn.  

This is why. At 13, I became a Christian at a Billy Graham Crusade and 
enjoyed singing hymns from the song book. We had a piano at home 
and, although I’d had no lessons, I tried to teach myself to play hymns. I 
could play a few and enjoyed playing.  

However, the piano was sold so that put an end to that and my dream 
of one day being able to play a hymn to be sung as part of a church 
service.  

Two years ago I was given a piano keyboard so started to play hymns 
again and, with a few piano lessons, started to practice and improve.  

Still the dream stayed with me to play as part of a church service. Then I 
came across, ‘Teach me Thy way’. Those words touched my heart and 
really made me think about what a powerful message they contained.  

So here was my hymn. I practised it over and over and, when Gaye 
said what her theme was for the service, I knew I was ready and it was 
meant to be.  

So thank you Gaye for letting me play, and for reading out my poem I 
had written about them hymn.  
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Thank you everyone for singing it, and giving me the opportunity I had 
been waiting so many years for. 

May God bless you all.  

Linda Fenwick 
Linda’s Poem 

Teach me Thy way I have chosen today 

That is a hymn I’ve been trying to play 

Since a young child I’ve been wanting to play 

A hymn in a church and it’s happening today 

We all need to focus and follow the Lord 

And not live our lives of our own accord 

A light and a path and his footsteps to tread 

And read the scriptures and follow what he has said 

In trouble, with worries, in hardship and pain 

Keep to his path and in it remain 

Pray to the Lord for his help each day 

And ask the Lord, please teach me Thy way 

Linda Fenwick 
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Commitment for Life  

It is 15 years since we made the 
decision as a church that we would 
encourage those attending Park 
Church to support Commitment for Life 
(CfL). It is some time since anything has appeared in the Magazine so 
let me explain a little about what CfL is about.  

It is the main URC initiative which sets out to support people in poor 
countries. It works in partnership with Christian Aid and Global Justice 
Now (formerly the World Development Movement). When churches join 
they choose a country or region in which to take particular interest.  

Back in 2002 we chose Bangladesh because poverty is increasing due 
to the impact of climate change. The money collected helps to 
prepare communities for climate change emergencies, such as 
flooding, also supporting farmers to improve their harvests and ensuring 
that women participate fully in vital decisions that shape their lives.  

So CfL is committed to ensuring that poor and marginalised people can 
begin to have thriving and more dignified lives. 

I am the link person with the CfL Office from which regular mailings are 
received.  There is a notice board near the entrance to the large hall 
and I try to keep this up-dated with information relevant to these areas 
of our concerns.  

The way that it works at Park is that those who wish to support CfL are 
encouraged to make a regular donation once every three months. Any 
amount is welcome as long as it is given regularly since this then means 
that more long-term project planning in the recipient country can be 
more secure. 

If you are interested in this form of active witness where faith has a 
practical outcome I will be pleased to talk to you at any time.  

Chris Gayford 
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How to make a Goliath for Messy Church 

 

1: Draw a large man out on 
the back of an old carpet. 
Get the children to colour it 
in. 

 

 

 

2: Give a sharp Stanley knife to a teenager 
and ask him to cut it out. What can go 
wrong? Check where the nearest A & E is.  

 

 

3: Tape flaps in the cut 
out to give roundness. Wonder where all the 
children have gone.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

4: Hang up the completed Goliath, 
remembering next time to bring a garden cane 
to give your creation proper shoulders. 

Alan Holmes 
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Overcoming Anxiety - With Chris Ledger 

Chris Ledger, Registered Counsellor, Author and Speaker 

At Greyfriars Church, Friar Street, Reading, RG1 1EH on Saturday 
November 11th 2017 at 9.45 am – 4 pm 

Don’t Panic! Do you know anyone who struggles with 
anxiety? Or have you experienced symptoms yourself? 

Join us for a day of learning, Be equipped to recognise 
and manage the symptoms. 

To reserve a place please phone 01189516700 or 
email: office@greyfriars.org.uk. 

No charge for the day, Refreshments provided, please bring your own 
lunch 

This course will be led from a Christian and Biblical perspective.  The 
principles & material covered will be accessible & helpful to those with 
some or no faith. 

Reading - Düsseldorf Churches Group 

In 2017 Reading has been celebrating the 70th anniversary of its 
twinning with Düsseldorf, one of the longest established such links in the 
UK.  In August a group from Düsseldorf churches spent a week in 
Reading. 

In July 14th-21st next year members of churches across Reading will visit 
Düsseldorf, for a week of activities  and excursions, and staying with host 
families from churches there. 

Anyone wanting to come on the 2018 visit, or learn more about it will be 
welcome at an Information Meeting on Friday 24th November at 8pm 
at St John and St Stephen’s church in Orts Road RG1 3JN 

Before the meeting there will be an Ecumenical Service at 7pm, and a 
Bring and Share Buffet at 7.30pm, to which all are also welcome. For 
more information contact Laurie Haseler on 0118 941 4750 or 
rdchurches@btinternet.com. 
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Responsible use of the NHS  

After Roger’s talk a few weeks ago and how the First 
Stop paramedic service running out of the Minster in central Reading 
has helped 83% of people who otherwise would have gone to A & E, I 
felt prompted to alert readers to the following facts about our NHS and 
what it costs for services. 

A GP consultation is £45  (Remember there is a walk in surgery in Broad 
Street Mall if you can’t get an appointment with your own GP and 
cannot wait for treatment)  

Some prescription items are cheaper to buy over the counter rather 
than buy on prescription 

To call an ambulance is £250,  A visit to A & E is £124 A call to NHS 111  
(for non-urgent treatment)  £16 or try the pharmacy first 

A cold and sore throat can last for 2 weeks. A cough up to 4 weeks and 
a bad back up to 6 weeks.  

Antibiotics cannot cure a virus and overuse will prevent them working 
when you need it. 

It is good to see Street Pastors and First stop working so well together 
from the Minster in the nights when excessive alcohol drinking/fights can 
lead to accidents and how much this service is saving the NHS. 

Gaye 

Learn4Life Prayer for Schools Meeting 

Learn4Life Prayer for Schools Meeting is on Monday 6th November from 
7.30-9.00 pm at Earley Christian Fellowship, 153 Wokingham Road, 
Reading, RG6 1LW.  

Parking is available at the church or on the road outside. Everyone is 
very welcome - we spend time praying for the schools around Reading, 
for schools work going on in different schools, for staff, students and 
anything else related to education locally! 
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Church Contacts 

Minister: 
currently in vacancy 

Church Secretary: 

Roger Clark   e-mail: churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk 
  

Centre Manager:  

Julie Cameron  phone: 0845 463 6426 
   e-mail: centremanager@parkurc.org.uk 

Magazine Editor: 

Rod King    e-mail: editor@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Website: www.parkurc.org.uk 

Our church website is updated regularly and has details of the many 
activities of the Church. You will also find some of the charities that we 
support, with links to even more helpful websites. 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel  
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Regular Activities at Park 

Sunday 10.30 am Worship 
  Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities 
  Holy Communion  (1st Sunday) 
 3.00 pm  Messy Church (1st Sunday of the Month) 
 3.45 pm Newlife Celebration Tamil Church 
 6.30 pm  Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time) 
 7:00 pm Ignite Worship(in term-time) 
Monday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9.30 am Park Mother & Toddlers Group 
 5.15 pm Beaver Scouts 
 6.45 pm Cub Scouts  
 7.30 pm Housegroup 
Tuesday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 10:00 am  Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks) 
 10.30 am Fitness Pilates 
 1.00 pm Cranberry College (Sept-Mar term time) 
 2.15 pm  Friendship Club  
 2:00 pm  Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks) 
 7:30 pm Earley Folk Dancing 
 7.30 pm Badminton Club (Sept – March) 
 7.30 pm Housegroup 
 8.15 pm Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group 
Wednesday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9.00 am Morning Prayers 
 9:30 am Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly) 
 10.00 am Park 60+ Exercise  (12 noon seated session) 
 12.00 pm Reading Lunchtime Choir 
 2.00 pm Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly) 
 5.00 pm Beavers 
 7.00 pm Scouts 
Thursday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9;45 am Tuneful Tales 
 10.30 am  Reading MenCap 
 2.00 pm  U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks) 
 2.00 pm Active Living Tai Chi 
 2:00 pm Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month) 
 5:30 pm  Brownies 
 5.30 pm Rainbows 
  7.15 pm  Guides 
 7.30 pm Housegroup 
Friday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9.45 am  Zumba Fitness Class 
 6.30pm Pilots 

Saturday 
9.00 am 
9.30am 

The Allenova Ballet School 
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community 
Group 

 10.00 Parenthesis Choir 
 4.00pm Reading Community Gospel Choir 
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